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A Study of Religion. 

A Study of Religion ; its Sources and Contents. By James Martineau, D.D., LL.D. 
2 vols., pp. 392, 391. New York : Macmillan and Co. $4.50. 

These volumes, though by their title presumably coming within the scope of the 
Student, in reality deal with matters which are outlying or rather which underlie 
its sphere. The "Study" of Religion here entered upon is a philosophical and 
metaphysical examination into the grounds of religious belief, not a study of 
Religion, as it has assumed concrete form among men. Of the inestimable value 
of the former line of research there can be no doubt. It underlies all objective 
and concrete investigation. It lays the subjective basis for all such studies. Dr. 
Martineau is a subtle reasoner, wielding a matchless style, limpid and sparkling, 
a keen defender of the religious element in the human soul, its presence, its power, 
its witness to God. One cannot help confessing to a feeling of disappointment 
that he did not also examine the other side, the objective facts ; that he did not 
make a study of " Religions " as well as of " Religion." With his philosophical 
mind and ample learning he could have produced a most helpful work. What is 
specially needed, now-a-days, is the treatment by a religious metaphysician of the 
elements of biblical religion as given in the Old Testament and the New — a study 
of the facts and their significance from the point of view of the universal religious 
element in man. Rightly handled, it would clear up many problems in biblical 
study, lay a basis for objective work, and furnish one of the strongest presentations 
of the uniqueness of the biblical revelation. 

The Kingdom of God. 

The Kingdom of God ; or, Christ's Teaching according to the Synoptical Gospels. 
By Alexander Balmain Bruce, D.D. Pp. 344. New York : Scribner and Wel- 
ford. $2.00. 

The exegetical and theological writings of Prof. Bruce have begun to be not a 
few. Everything that he has written is valuable both because of its matter and 
because of its manner of presentation. This statement includes and is true of this 
work, his latest contribution to the study of New Testament thought. It consists 
of a study of the biblical theology of the Synoptical Gospels. The topics treated 
are such as these : " Christ's Idea of the Kingdom ;" " Christ's Attitude toward 
the Mosaic Law;" "Christ's Doctrine of God and Man ;" "The Righteousness of 
the Kingdom ;" " The Death of Jesus and its Significance," etc. These chapters 
are preceded by a "critical introduction," which is certainly characterized by 
acute criticism and a degree of freedom in the handling of the Gospels which is 
surprising. This freedom is sometimes veiled by a curious circumlocution which 
might impose upon a careless reader, by which the opinions of some other writer 
are presented, enforced and made the basis of investigation while the author him- 
self nowhere either disavows them or professes to accept them as his own. It is 
difficult, also, for the ordinary student to see how the historical character and 
trustworthiness of Luke's Gospel can be maintained on the critical basis which is 
accepted in this volume. Fortunately, however, these views do not seem to affect 
the presentation of the theology of Jesus Christ which forms the bulk of the work. 



